Extracellular vesicles in lung cancer-From bench to bedside.
Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer-related deaths worldwide. Despite significant advances in lung cancer research and novel therapies, a better understanding of the disease is crucially needed to facilitate early detection and appropriate diagnoses and to improve treatment outcomes. Extracellular vesicles (EVs), including exosomes, microvesicles, and apoptotic bodies, are released from all tested cell types and modulate cell-cell communication. EVs transfer a wide variety of molecules, such as proteins, messenger RNAs and microRNAs. Emerging data suggest that EVs play an important role in lung cancer pathogenesis and may have potential as biomarkers and therapeutics. Here, we review current research on EVs in lung cancer.